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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Dear Jefferson Jaguars and Parents:

We are most happy to provide you with the Jefferson Student/Parent Handbook.

The handbook ends with an important document – the Jefferson School Compact.

The Compact is a commitment that each staff member, student and parent must

make in order for each student to have an academically challenging school

experience. Included with the behavior matrix you will find other important

information such as the calendar, school rules, dress code, etc. We hope you will

find this information useful. If you have further questions regarding school,

please do not hesitate to call us!

The staff and I are committed to fulfill our portion of the Jefferson School

Compact. We look forward to working with each student and parent to achieve the

goal of making sure that each child will have a successful school year. Welcome to

the Jefferson Family!

Tiffany Farris-Scott

Principal



JAGUAR’S ROAR Expectations Matrix



2023 - 2024
Jefferson Elementary School

AUGUST
14 1st Day of School
15 PTA Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
17 Back to School Night 6:00-7:15 p.m.
22 ELAC/SSC Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
25 Spirit Day (Jefferson T-Shirt Day)

SEPTEMBER
4 LABOR DAY – NO SCHOOL
12 Fall Pictures, Preschool - 6th Grade
14 PTA Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
21 ELAC/SSC Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
29 Progress Reports Sent Home
29 Spirit Day (Disney Day)

OCTOBER
12 PTA Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
19 ELAC/SSC Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
24 Make-Up Picture Day
23-27 Red Ribbon Week and Book Fair
25 Trunk or Treat
27 Spirit Day (Crazy Hair Day)

NOVEMBER
3 Minimum Day - Report Cards - Dismissal 11:40

8-9 PARENT CONFERENCES - NO SCHOOL
(Report Cards Go Home)

10 VETERANS DAY – NO SCHOOL
13-17 Trimester Awards Assemblies (invite only)

16 ELAC/SSC Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
17 Spirit Day (Sports Day)
20-24 THANKSGIVING BREAK – NO SCHOOL



DECEMBER
14 PTA Meeting, 8:30
22 Spirit Day (Pajama and Stuffed Animal Day)
25-Jan. 5 WINTER RECESS – NO SCHOOL

JANUARY
8 Classes Resume
11 PTA Meeting, 8:30
15 MARTIN LUTHER KING DAY – NO SCHOOL
18 ELAC/SSC Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
19 Progress Reports Sent Home
26 Spirit Day (Twins Day)
31 PIQE Orientation

FEBRUARY
8 PTA Meeting, 8:30
12-14 6th Grade Science Camp
15 ELAC/SSC Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
16 LINCOLN’S DAY – NO SCHOOL
19 PRESIDENT’S DAY – NO SCHOOL
23 Minimum Day - Report Cards - Dismissal 11:40
23 Spirit Day (Western Day)

MARCH
1 Report Cards Go Home
1 Read Across America Day
4-5 Trimester Awards Assemblies (invite only)
5 Spring Pictures, Preschool - 6th Grade
14 PTA Meeting, 8:30
20 PIQE Parent Graduation, 6:00 p.m.
21 ELAC/SSC Meeting, 8:30 a.m.
21 Open House 6:00-7:00 p.m.
22 Spirit Day (Pop Culture)
25-29 SPRING BREAK – NO SCHOOL

APRIL
11 PTA Meeting, 8:30
18 ELAC/SSC Meeting, 8:30 a.m
19 Progress Reports Sent Home
26 Spring Carnival
28 Spirit Day (Crazy Socks Day)

MAY
6-10 Staff Appreciation Week



9 PTA Meeting, 8:30
16 ELAC/SSC Meeting, 8:30 a.m
17 DLI Biliteracy Ceremony, 8:30 a.m.
17 Minimum Day - Report Cards - Dismissal 11:40
20-22 Trimester Awards Assemblies (invite only)
23 6th Grade Pool Party
27 MEMORIAL DAY - NO SCHOOL
30 6th Grade Promotion, 9:00 a.m.
31 Spirit Day (Wear Your Favorite Color Day)
31 Last Day of School (Report Cards Go Home)

OBSERVATIONS – To ensure minimum interruption of the instructional program, all classroom observation
visits during school hours shall be arranged with the teacher and principal or designee 24 hours prior to the visit.
Observations will be limited to 20 – 30 minutes since it is necessary to have guidelines so that observation visits
do not interfere with the educational program. If you feel the need to discuss any concerns with the teacher,
make an appointment for something other than class time.

PARTIES – Children are not to bring party invitations to school for distribution unless the entire class is
invited. Only three class parties are permitted during the school year, although birthday treats may be sent to
school with the advance consent of the classroom teacher. All food items for classroom activities must be
store bought and not made at home (homemade items are not permitted).

PROHIBITED ITEMS – No cameras, video cameras, play stations, electronic toys, IPods, MP3 players,
PSP, any other electronic devices (except cell phones governed by District Policy) are permitted to be on school
grounds at any time. Students found in possession of these items shall be subject to regular school discipline
procedures, including: assigned detention, suspension and/or expulsion, for a violation of school rules as
permitted by Education Code Section 48900(k). Parents and students are hereby notified that school staff
assume no liability whatsoever for electronic devices brought on school grounds in violation of this rule. In
addition, school staff will not search for, investigate nor attempt to recover any such item that is lost, stolen or
broken on school grounds.

CONSEQUENCES OF STUDENT MISCONDUCT
Students who become involved in misconduct while under the jurisdiction of the school shall be subject to
appropriate disciplinary action. When appropriate, alternatives to suspension are used with the purpose of
making a positive change in the student’s behavior. Depending upon the nature of the misconduct, one or more
of the following options may be exercised:
1. The student may be issued a notice of misconduct on the playground or campus. These serve as a warning

that students must improve their behavior.
2. The teacher may have a special conference with the students.



3. The teacher may initiate a telephone or letter contact with parent/guardian.
4. The student may be sent to a partner teacher for a time out, or to the office, for adjustment purposes.
5. The student may be issued a detention. If a student is to serve an after school detention, parents will receive

a 24 hour notice, unless phone permission is given.
6. The teacher may initiate a special conference with parent/guardian.
7. The student may also lose classroom or recess privileges.
8. The teacher may refer the student to the principal/designees for disciplinary action.
9. The principal/designee may initiate an Office Referral or personal contact with a parent/guardian. Students

may be given consequences related to the misconduct.
10. Parents may be required by the principal/designee or teacher to attend a class with the student.
11. The teacher may suspend the student from the school.
12. The student may be suspended from the school by the principal/designee.
13. The student may be referred to the School Attendance Review Board (SARB) by the principal/designee.
14. The student may be expelled from school by the Board of Education.

AREAS OF RESPONSIBILITY IN DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES, CONSEQUENCES
1. Principal: The school principal shall be responsible to the Superintendent of Schools for the conduct of the

school. The principal shall have the responsibility and the authority to form a school rules committee, review
and approve rules and regulations submitted by the school rules committee, submit school rules to the School
Board and enforce school rules and district policies related to standards of student behavior.

2. Principal’s Designee: The principal’s designee is an administrator or other certificated person at the school
site, specifically designated in writing by the principal to assist with disciplinary procedures.

3. Teachers: Teachers shall be directly responsible for control of pupils under the supervision of the school.
This responsibility includes the active and effective enforcement of school rules and appropriate classroom
and campus behavior, and maintains the safety of students.

4. Pupils: Each pupil shall maintain a satisfactory standard of conduct and self control, be diligent in study and
adhere to the rules and regulations of the school.

5. Parents and Guardians: Parents or guardians shall be responsible for cooperating with school authorities and
seeing that their children are diligent in study and regular in attendance. Parents or guardians are expected to
participate in a conference regarding the behavior or attendance of their children. Parents may be requested
by the teacher to attend school for all or part of a school day. Parents and/or guardians of a minor who
commits an act of vandalism may be held liable for damages up to the amount established by law ($10,000)
as adjusted for inflation.

PROCEDURES
The person most involved with your child’s educational process is the classroom teacher. It is imperative that the
teacher deals with student violation of established school rules and regulations as much as possible. Therefore,
any inquiries about your child’s progress should first be made with the classroom teacher. An open, two-way
communication process is imperative at all times between the school and home. To insure the communicative
process, the following framework for solving behavior problems shall be generally observed:
Step 1. Teacher, or person in charge, will take steps to counsel and/or discipline the student. On the playground,
a citation may be issued by the supervisor to communicate a student’s misconduct to the classroom teacher or
office.



Step 2. The classroom teacher will confer with the parent(s)/guardian(s) and, if necessary, notify the principal or
designee regarding the specific behavior problem(s). Recommendations will be made by the teacher to eliminate
the unacceptable behavior at the classroom level.
Step 3. If the problem is of a serious nature and the teacher feels that stronger measures are in order, the
situation will be referred to the office. The principal, assistant principal or designee will confer with the student
and keep brief written records as to the reason for referral. The student will be informed of the consequences if
the unacceptable behavior continues.
Step 4. The principal, assistant principal or designee, teacher, pupil, parents, and other involved persons will
confer regarding the specific behavior problems. Referrals to other personnel or agencies may be made if
desirable or necessary. Suspension is discussed as a consequence if the unacceptable behavior continues.
Step 5. If the unacceptable behavior persists, and the student is referred to the office, the parent will be notified
immediately (if possible) and the student may be suspended, excluded, or expelled in accordance with the district
policies and procedures.

PROBLEM SOLVING TECHNIQUES
Students are encouraged to use conflict management tools to solve problems. The tools include:
1. Talk it over
2. Walk away
3. Say “I’m sorry”
4. Do something else
5. Take turns
6. Share
7. Ignore it
8. Ask for help
9. Community Circles
10. Restorative Practices

SAFETY AND TRANSPORTATION
Your school is continually striving to help children become safety conscious. With school and home setting and
example, and by working toward better safety habits, we can help our children live more safely. The following
are some of the standards we encourage at school:
1. Skateboards, razor/racer boards (aka scooters) and roller blades are not permitted at school because of safety

hazards.
2. When picking children up by car, do so at a curb. Children should not walk across the parking lot or

Jefferson Street unless accompanied by an adult.
3. For your child’s protection, when you wish to take him/her from school early, you are to go to the office and

sign your child out. He/she will then be called to the office to leave.
4. Children are to go directly home after school. A note should accompany each child if there is to be any

deviation from normal route (going to another child’s home, playing on the playground).
5. Children should not arrive at school before 7:40 a.m. since there is no supervision.
6. Your child is to be picked up promptly when school is dismissed.
7. No student will be released to anyone other than the parent/guardian during the school day without written

permission from his/her parent/guardian.



Bicycles – The Board of Education expects students who ride bicycles to and from school to consistently wear
bicycle helmets in conformance with California law, observe traffic and other safety laws and rules, and display
courtesy toward drivers to motor vehicles, other bicycle riders and pedestrians.
1. Students in grades 4, 5 and 6 only are permitted to ride bicycles to school.
2. Students are to obey all traffic rules and regulations. Children are to ride bicycles with the flow of traffic

(on the right hand side), single file.
3. A city license is required for all bicycles, and is available at the Police Department.
4. Bicycles must be walked in crosswalks and on the school grounds.
5. Bicycles are not allowed on the playground before or after school.
6. Bicycles should be locked while parked on the school grounds. The school is not responsible for damages

or to thefts of bicycles.
7. Children must not ride double on a bicycle.
8. Infraction of these rules will result in loss of riding privileges for one week for the first offense. Any

reported offense will cause the offender to lose the privilege of riding his or her bike to school for the
remainder of the year.

9. Bicycle helmets are to be worn in conformance with California State law.

School Bus – A bus schedule will be provided to those students who are eligible to ride the bus. Riding the
school bus is a privilege. Any student who violates bus rules and regulations may be removed from the bus.
Acceptable behavior is expected at all times. The Riverside Unified School District’s Guide to Pupil
Transportation issued at the start of school contains a complete list of all rules and regulations for bus riders.




